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For 2 years, I have been so grateful
and so proud of my staff here in Wash-
ington, D.C., and back home in Cali-
fornia. They made a positive difference
in the lives of all the people of the 21st
District. From the 27 bills we passed,
to the $700 million of water infrastruc-
ture that we got passed through the
House, to the over $3.5 million that we
got returned back to over 300 constitu-
ents, they were known to be produc-
tive, effective, and capable.

Thank you to my team. You are a
shining example of the adage, to be
successful, surround yourself by people
who are smarter than you.

I want to thank all the House staff
for making this place work, the Capitol
Police for keeping us safe, the ladies in
the cloakroom who Kkept us fed, the
staff at the gym who kept us in shape;
and to our leaders—STENY, NANCY, JIM,
and HAKEEM—our Caucus is in good
hands.

Thank you to all the interns who
served in both my D.C. and district of-
fices. I am proud that you are consid-
ering a life and a career in public serv-
ice.

I am invigorated by the young men
and women who want to make a posi-
tive difference. They are making it
happen, being the change they want to
see in their own communities.

My proudest moment as a Member of
Congress was that day that we passed
H.R. 6, the Dream and Promise Act. A
young woman from the Central Valley
who came out to witness the passage of
that act said to me afterwards: Thank
you, Congressman CoOX. You finally
make me feel as if somebody cares.

Beyond the legislation we worked on,
my measure of success was to provide
an example that, if you care, advocate
and work on the issues that matter to
you, your voice will be heard here in
Washington. I do care, and I look for-
ward to continuing to fight to make a
positive difference in the lives of all
Central Valley residents.

And we have to fight, Mr. Speaker.
Democracies aren’t taken away; they
are given away. I am proud of the role
I have played to save our democracy:
first, in 2018, by taking back control of
the House, and this year, in helping
win the White House. It brings a smile
to my face to be able to say President-
elect Biden and Vice President-elect
HARRIS.

But there is a lot more work to do to
ensure our democracy. Let’s all recall
our pledge to uphold and defend the
Constitution of the United States from
all enemies, foreign and domestic.

Let us recall that the Framers of the
Constitution established Congress first.
We are Article I, supreme amongst the
three branches of the government. The
power of the people resides in the Con-
gress, not the White House.

As this will be my final speech for
the 116th Congress, I want to say, un-
equivocally, I am proud to be a Demo-
crat.

Now, sometimes our party is not
great at messaging. We try to make
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every voice heard, and sometimes we
pay a price for that at the ballot box.
But here are a few truths that I am
happy to sing from the rooftops:

The Democratic Party has always
been the party of working people and
their families.

The fact is, there is only one party
that has comnsistently fought to win
healthcare for your family.

There is only party that will suffer
the political consequences of telling
America the truth about COVID.

We are the party of purpose. I was
proud to run and serve under our ban-
ner.

I look forward to the Biden-Harris
Democratic House and Democratic
Senate. We will get back to work fight-
ing for the people.

———————

CONDEMNING ACTIONS OF THE
SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. CRENSHAW) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CRENSHAW. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to unequivocally condemn, in
the strongest possible terms, the ac-
tions of the Speaker of the House,
NANCY PELOSI.

Just last week, referring to her ob-
struction of bipartisan targeted relief
bills that we could have voted on on
this floor, she said: ‘‘Don’t characterize
what we did before as a mistake. . . .
That was not a mistake; it was a deci-
sion.” When asked what had changed,
why she is finally coming to the table
on COVID relief, her response was sim-
ple: A new President.

We have known for months that
Speaker PELOSI was holding the Amer-
ican people hostage for political gain. I
have said it; my colleagues have said
it.

While Americans suffered under un-
scientific, foolish lockdowns, PELOSI
withheld relief for political purposes—
not policy purposes, but political pur-
poses.

But we now have a full admission.
She said the quiet part out loud.

This was never about what was best
for the American people, never about
honest policy disagreement. It was
about preventing President Trump
from getting any credit. It was about
politics.

Speaker PELOSI made a simple cal-
culation. She bet that, if she could
keep Congress from reaching a deal on
COVID relief, that would hurt Presi-
dent Trump and Republicans and give
her more power.

Even when Members of her own party
asked her to bring commonsense,
standalone bipartisan relief measures
to the House floor that would easily be-
come law, she refused. She would say
over and over again that nothing is
better than something.

She was being honest. She honestly
believed that nothing was better than
something.

But better for who? Not for the
American people, that is for sure.
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She believed that nothing was better
than something for her and her party.
It is hard to imagine a more awful and
heartless strategy.

What is worse, Speaker PELOSI does
all of this while people in her home
State suffer from unscientific, uncon-
stitutional lockdowns that Democrat
leaders in California are forcing upon
their citizens.

These lockdowns are not based in
science, never have been. Study after
study shows they yield little, if any,
benefits, but they impose extreme
costs on the small businesses suffering
under them.

Do you know what else? The Demo-
crat leaders making these executive or-
ders, they know this, too, because they
are violating their own guidelines. The
Speaker of the House couldn’t even let
a pesky little lockdown get in the way
of a haircut appointment, even though
those same lockdowns destroy the lives
of her constituents.

We have all seen the heartbreaking
video of Angela Marsden, the owner of
the Pineapple Hill Saloon and Grill in
Los Angeles. Everyone should have to
watch that testimony, as Democrats
shut down her outdoor—outdoor—din-
ing while a Hollywood studio sets up
shop right next door.

She represents millions of Americans
suffering who have taken note of the
hypocrisy of these lockdowns, of the
double standards as big businesses can
operate freely while small businesses
are shamed into submission and told,
wrongly, that they are the ones who
must sacrifice to slow the spread, that
the demise of the business they spent
their whole lives building is the price
to pay because ‘‘if it just saves one
life.”

But this is unscientific nonsense and
we all know it. Study after study shows
outdoor dining is safe, that outbreaks
are not occurring because of our small
businesses: our gyms, our restaurants,
our salons. And yet these small busi-
nesses are in the crosshairs of the cow-
ardly politicians across the country.

This madness has to stop. This arbi-
trary application of executive orders is
deeply, deeply unconstitutional.

Justice Gorsuch recently stated:
“There is no world in which the Con-
stitution tolerates color-coded execu-
tive edicts that reopen liquor stores
and bike shops, but shutter churches,
synagogues, and mosques.”’

Americans have had enough. It is
time to stand up against the hypocrisy
of these so-called leaders deliberately
harming the citizens they claim to rep-
resent and to condemn the deeply par-
tisan actions of the Speaker of this
House.

———

COMPARING WEALTH IN BLACK
HOMES AND BUSINESSES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. HALL) for 5 minutes.

Mr. HALL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to speak about a couple of items of im-
portance. I rise today to speak about
wealth in Black homes and businesses.
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